Enlarged, multifocal upper limb neuropathy with HTLV-I associated myelopathy in a patient with chronic adult T-cell leukemia.
The authors herein describe a case of multifocal peripheral neuropathy with HTLV-I-associated myelopathy (HAM) in a patient with chronic adult T-cell leukemia (ATL). The clinical features included subacute progressive sensory-motor neuropathy in the bilateral upper limbs, and bilateral pyramidal tract involvement with bladder dysfunction. An MRI with (67)gadolinium enhancement revealed enlargement of the affected peripheral nerves. (8)FDG positron emission tomography (PET) disclosed increased uptake in the affected nerves, suggesting neurolymphomatosis or inflammation. Anti-HTLV-I antibody was positive in both the serum and CSF. The HTLV-I proviral load in the peripheral blood mononuclear cells was high. Chemotherapy for ATL resulted in marked improvement of motor functions in the upper limbs. This is the first case of multifocal upper limb neuropathy with HAM in a patient with chronic ATL.